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Celebrating 10 years of Early Childhood Education
since 27th January 2010.

Dear Families,
Is it the “distraction” of COVID-19 that has made
this year pass by at a rapid pace?? Whatever it
is we are now (almost) in our last quarter of the
year. The Nursery children seem to be changing
rapidly, as do all of the children in relation to
growth and development and all are now
“looking” ready for their next learning environment...the Pebbles children to the Pippies Room,
the Pippies and some of the Pebbles children to
the Shells Room, the Shells children to the Rockpools Room, the Rockpools children to the Seabirds Room, and the Seabirds children spreading
their wings and flying up and away and off to
school!
How privileged we are here at St Anne’s to be
part of children’s lives….many, over their 5 years
of being with us at St Anne’s.
Although schools have now been advised that
Kindergarten Orientation sessions can occur,
they are to be conducted with strict guidelines.
You will need to check in with your child’s School
in relation to how they will be approaching the
Orientation session for your child.
I am still making decisions on how St Anne’s will
approach Information sessions for you in relation
to your child moving into their new room, as well
as Orientation for new families. I will advise as
soon as possible about this.
In the meantime, your child’s Educators will be
making sure your child is given opportunities to
become familiar with the room they will be moving into over the next few months.
Your child’s 2021 Enrolment package will be given to you early November.
Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any
questions in relation to your child transitioning to
their next room.

Sunday 4 October
Daylight Saving Starts

Put clock forward 1 hour before you
go to bed on Saturday 3 October!

Little Blue Tulip Photographics

The School Photographer,

•
•
•

Yours as we educate and care for children together,

NarellePDewhurst.
CENTRE DIRECTOR

St Anne’s CLOSED
Monday 5 October 2020
Labour Day PUBLIC HOLIDAY
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Bye to Linda for
now!

As emailed to you all last week, these

orders are due in THIS Friday.
Please email your order as soon as possible or
fill out the order form at Reception.
Apologies for the late notice about
this activity.
We need to get the children’s drawings to the
company as soon as possible to have them
back by Christmas.

ORDER FORM
(return by Wed 28 Oct, 2020)

Ten Little Pippies

Linda Quinn-Jarvis was
a support Educator in
the Rockpools Room on
Mondays and Tuesdays
and in the Shells Room
on Fridays.
Linda has been on leave
since April due to
personal circumstances.
Linda recently submitted her resignation.
We wish Linda all the very best …… perhaps
she will return to St Anne’s at another time.
In the meantime, Marrianne Baker, who has
been taking care of that position in both the
Rockpools and Shells Rooms, will continue to
do so.
******************

A book illustrated by the
St Anne’s children.
Each family will receive a copy of this book as
a gift.
If you would like to order more please let us
know. $20 each.
The Order form was emailed out to you last
week—just ask Sharni or Narelle.

Congratulations
to Nicole, Tim and Zak on the birth of
their new baby boy,
Henry !
Nicole is an Educator in the
Shells Room and is now on
Parental Leave until early next year.
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FIRE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE
It is a regulatory requirement by the
Department of Education-Early
Childhood, that children’ services
rehearse emergency and evacuation procedures
every 3 months. It is also a requirement that
children’s services comply with all necessary and
appropriate legislations in relation to fire and
emergencies.
To this end, we have been working with a local
company to assist us in developing a Fire and
Emergency Response Manual and effective procedures to ensure, to the best of our ability, the safety of the children in our care at St Anne’s.
This process is now complete and last week we
had our first Lockdown and Evacuation ‘rehearsal’
using our new appropriate procedures:
□Chief Warden (me, or another in my place) wearing a white vest and taking care of what to do, and
who will do what.
□Room Co-ordinators—wearing fluro yellow vests
and making sure children are gathered calmly in
the right place for either lockdown or evacuation,
also retrieving the orange emergency
backpack with items possibly needed
if the emergency was real, and the
children’s medication that may be in
the basket or fridge container for that
day.
□Sharni (or another designated person on the day) packing the mobile crate with ALL
enrolment information for contacting families,
First Aid Kit and other vital information we may
need if the emergency was real.
The Department expects us to rehearse emergency response on a variety of days and at differing
times. Yes, waking sleeping children, particularly in
the Nursery, is not easy to do when you know they
need the sleep and will probably be upset when
woken, but the rehearsals are mandatory and are
vital in relation to keeping children safe (even
though we hope we will never have to REALLY put
it into practice!)
We will ‘rehearse’ another lockdown and evacuation just before the end of the year.
Kind regards,
Narelle.

‘LANGUAGE’ USED AT ST ANNE’S
One of the National Quality Areas that Educators
at St Anne’s excel in is:
National Quality Area 5
Relationships with Children.
The Educators’ work, with your
children, is guided, at all times, by
such Policies as:
•
Guiding Social Competence Policy
•
Interactions with Children Policy
•
Providing a Child Safe Environment Policy
•
Social Justice, Inclusion and Diversity Policy
•
Child Protection Policy, and the,
•
Code of Conduct Policy.
Embedded in all of these policies is guidance on
how the St Anne’s Educators are to interact with
the children in their care, each one of them focusing on practices that demonstrate ‘respect’ for
young children.
The ‘language’ we use with the children in our care
is very important to us. We believe the ‘language’
we use with the children is pivotal in demonstrating
our respect for them, and models for them, respect,
that they can demonstrate themselves, toward
others.
Language that we use includes:
→Using children’s names not ‘pet’ names eg.
sweetie, honey, darling, lovie etc.
→Referring to ‘nappy change’ or ‘toileting’ as a
‘personal care routine’ or a ‘personal care moment’
→Referring to ‘toilet training’ as ‘toilet learning’
→Referring to the children’s rooms as ‘learning
rooms’.
→No one part of the day is more privileged (more
important) than another - ‘all parts of the day provide opportunities for learning’.
So...what’s in a word? Often, a lot, as well as ‘how
the words are delivered’!
If you would like to read any of the policies listed
above (or any other policy) please just ask for a
copy to be emailed to you or printed for you.
The St Anne’s Policy Books are located in the Foyer
on the book shelf near the Sign In iPads. You are
always welcome
to take a look.
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A new book about children’s self confidence!
To me, being beautiful is about who you are
at the very core.
Today is a completely different story. Life is
busier, more intense, more invasive, and
more public. Our children are living in a comHow we can help young children to build
self-confidence and value what’s really
important ?
Children are growing up in a world where anxiety

pletely different world than we did, so it’s not

levels have increased, self-confidence has

healthy body image have been distorted.

dropped and views on healthy body image have

As a mum of two girls, I had an overwhelm-

been distorted.

ing drive to change society’s unhealthy ob-

How can we inspire young children to have the

session for physical appearance and perfec-

confidence in themselves to be smart, strong and

tion at all costs, so I made the decision to

kind on their own terms and plant the seeds of

write a picture book to redefine what it

valuing the things that are really important in life?

means to be beautiful.

Author and award-winning teacher Renee Irving

Being beautiful is about self-acceptance,

Lee tells us about her new book, Rosie Leads the

kindness, love, compassion, and being the

Way, and shares how early educators can inspire

best version of yourself. Being beautiful is all

young children to embrace their smart mind,

about who you are, NOT what you look like.

strong body and beautiful heart.

My new definition of beautiful and the under-

From the Author—Renee Irving Lee

lying message in ‘Rosie Leads the Way’ be-

I don’t know about you, but life for me as a teen-

came all about having a smart mind, a

age girl meant putting on a Sportsgirl t-shirt,

strong body, and a beautiful heart.

surprising that anxiety levels have increased,
self-confidence has dropped and views on

throwing on a pair of jeans and blow-drying my
fringe into a wave and pulling the rest into a po-

So, how can we all (early childhood edu-

nytail. This process took me all of about 15

cators and families) help children em-

minutes.

brace their smart mind, strong body,

No make-up, no selfies, no eyelash extensions,

beautiful heart?

no hair tutorials and definitely no social media.

In order for children to have healthy self-

My friends and I would ride our bikes to the shop-

esteem and a strong sense of identity, I think

ping centre, to the beach or to the local pool. The

we should be empowering them to embrace

only way to make contact with each other was by

their own ways of thinking. We should be

calling the home phone or by actually visiting

supporting them in understanding that their

them in person. Life was extremely simple and

bodies serve a purpose to keep them healthy

almost care-free!

and strong, and that kindness and empathy

Now, let’s fast forward to today.

are admirable characteristics to have.
For more information go to: reneeirvinglee.com

